Our Lady intercedes for mankind
The Second Mystery of Light is the Wedding Feast at Cana (John 2:1-12).
“When the wine ran out, the mother of Jesus said to him, ‘They have no wine.’” (John 2:3)
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St Alphonsus Liguori said, “Mary’s heart cannot but take pity on the unfortunate couple…... it stirs her to act as intercessor and ask her Son for the miracle, even though no one asks her to…... If our Lady acted like this without being
asked, what would she not have done if they actually asked her to intervene?”
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St. John Paul II wrote, “Mary places herself between her Son and mankind in the reality of their wants, needs and
sufferings. She puts herself ‘in the middle,’ that is to say she acts as a mediatrix not as an outsider, but in her position as mother. She knows that as such she can point out to her Son the needs of mankind, and in fact, she ‘has the
right’ to do so. Her mediation is thus in the nature of intercession: Mary ‘intercedes’ for mankind.” (Redemptoris Mater, 21)
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“And Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, what does this have to do with me? My hour has not yet come.’” (John 2:4)

-

Venerable Fulton J. Sheen wrote, “The ‘Hour’ obviously refers to His Cross. Whenever the word ‘Hour’ is used in the
New Testament, it is used in relation to His Passion, death, and glory.”

-

Sheen pointed out that references to this “Hour” are made seven times in the Gospel of John alone: John 2:4, 7:30,
8:20, 12:23, 12:27, 16:32 and 17:1.
Sheen wrote, “He was telling His mother that she was virtually pronouncing a sentence of death over Him…... If He
agreed to her request, He would be beginning His hour of death and glorification…... As soon as He had consented
to begin His ‘Hour,’ He proceeded immediately to tell her that her relations with Him would be henceforth changed.
Until then, during His hidden life, she had been known as the mother of Jesus. But now that He was launched on the
work of Redemption, she would no longer be just His mother, but also the mother of all His human brethren whom
He would redeem. To indicate this new relationship, He now addressed her, not as ‘Mother’ but as the ‘Universal
Mother’ or ‘Woman.’…... The moment the ‘Hour’ began, she became ‘the Woman’ she would have other children
too, not according to the flesh, but according to the spirit. …... John, who was present at that wedding, was also present at the climax of the ‘Hour’ on Calvary. He heard Our Lord calling her ‘Woman’ from the Cross and then saying
to her, ‘Behold thy son.’ It was as if he, John, was now the symbol of her new family. When Our Lord raised the son
of the widow of Naim from the dead, He said, ‘Give him back to his mother.’ On the Cross, He consoled His mother
by giving her another son, John, and with him the whole of redeemed humanity.”
“His mother said to the servants, ‘Do whatever he tells you.’” (John 2:5)
Our Lady had spoken seven times in the Scriptures (Luke 1:34, 1:38, 1:40, 1:46-55 & 2:48; John 2:3 & 2:5). Her last
words in the Scriptures point to Christ. Our Lady always lead us to Jesus.
At the wedding of others, Jesus changed water into wine, and at His own wedding (Last Supper), Jesus changed
wine into His own Blood.
St. Cyril of Jerusalem said, “[Jesus] once changed water into wine by a word of command at Cana of Galilee. Should
we not believe him when he changes wine into blood?”
St. Paul VI wrote, “At Cana, Mary appears once more as the Virgin in prayer: when she tactfully told her Son of a
temporal need, she also obtained an effect of grace, namely, that Jesus, in working the first of his ‘signs’, confirmed
his disciples’ faith in him” (Marialis cultus, 18).

